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MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1854.

RETROSPECTIVE.

More immediate claims oo our attention prevent¬
ed instant notioe of a censurable article which ap¬
peared in the Union of the 19th of the month,
respecting the acquisition of Cuba. Whether it
is by way of relief, under the distress of the re¬

cent elections, or to divert public attention from
that painful subject, that the Union has ^Just now
revived this somewhat obsolete hope of the Demo¬
cracy, as a tub thrown to the whale, the act is
equally reprehensible. The President, in the honor*
able fulfilment of a high duty, haa denounced and
forbidden all unlawful plots and attempts on the
peacc and integrity of the Spanish colony, and
just as tho Filibusters arc disbanding their forces
and seem to be relinquishing their nefarious schemes
on the island, the Government paper comes for¬
ward to inspire the hope of getting it by other
means, which, if not as unholy, are even more

hopeless. The article to which we allude is the
following:

FR0U THE UNION Of OCTOBER 19.
Our Relations with Spain..We have refrained of late

from adverting to the present aspect of our relations with
Spain, for the reason that in the existing state of affairs in
that countryw« did not suppose thatmach progress could be
made towards the settlement of the interesting questions
pending between the two Governments. We recur to it now
because we see indications in our late intelligence 'from
Europe which satisfy us that our Minister to Spain has
neither abated his exertions nor despaired of succeeding
in a satisfactory result. * * * In connexion with this
subject we have a private letter from a reliable friend in
Paris, from which we take the liberty of using the follow¬
ing interesting extracts:

"Paris, October 2, 1854.
" Mr. Soule is here, and has never been in better spirits

since he left the United States.
" The entente cordiale [between France and England]

will not now be of long duration. The division of honors
and of property will engender heart-burnings which may
eventuate in hostile feelings. I think that neither Power,
even as matters now stand, would dream of a physical re¬
sistance to our acquisition of Cuba by purchase. The
people of both countries are decidedly with us, as they
were againtt the Czar.

" Spain must choose between the purse and the tword.
If she rejects the former, she must be distinctly informed
that the safety of the Union will compel us to employ tho
latter. The public mind should be familiarized to the
adage upon which we shall have to act, that ' self-pre¬
servation is nature's first law.' We can well afford to in¬
scribe it on our flag."
Tbe official journal should not trifle with the

character of the Government or the puttie feeling
i ifi bo grave a matter. "A reliable source!" 8ueh
nonsense as this from a source which the official
paper of our Government calls " reliable 1" If the
absolute silliness of the letter had not forbidden all
confidence in its prognostications, the Union is well
aware of the multiplied evidences which exist of the
utter futility of the idea that Spain entertains a

thought of ceding her great American colony to this
Government at any price. Mr. Soule, we doubt
not, could have told the Union better. He knows,
as all intelligent men have long known, that Spain
would repel as an. insult even the official presenta¬
tion of a proposition from us to purchase Cuba. And
then the good taste of the alternative which tfal offi¬
cial journal presents to Spain, of " the purtc or the
swordJ" Saying to an old and proud Government,
" we covet your rich island, and if you refuse to sell
it we will fillibuster on a large scale and take it; so

make your election and sell or surrender." Really
we regret to see the respectability of the Adminis¬
tration compromised by announcements so idle, and
as discreditable to public morals as they are idle.
If Spain were feeble enough to be addressed in such
a way, the good sense and generous impulses of the
American people would reject so unworthy and in¬
sulting a proffer, and low indeed must a nation
have fallen that would not, under such an indignity,
choose the susord rather than the purse. The deli¬
cacy, too, of the official journal in predicting a speedy
dissolution of the present alliance of two friendly
Powers, and their hoped-for 11 hostile feelings !"

We are happy to learn that the Cunarders have
ordered and taken out large bells, which will be
rung in the fogs, and that the steam-whistle will
hereafter be freely used in all the vessels of the
Collins line. They have not been used hitherto be¬
cause they involved a loss of steam power; but the
loss will be incurred now without regard to the ex¬

pense or waste of power.
Encouragement tor the Desponding..The

Detroit Free Press represents the prospects of the
Democracy in Michigan as very encouraging. So
were the prospects in Ohio, Indiana, and Pennsyl¬
vania less than a month since. Time often brings
sad realities to spoil the " pleasures of hope " and
dissipate tbe bright fancies of the imagination.
Our charitable nature would almost induce us to
wish our Democratic friends an oasis in the desert,
by way of offset to the dark sterilities which have
lately afflicted their vision.

The Treaty with Dominica, lately concluded by a
Commissioner from our Government, it is said pro¬
vides for the full recognition of Dominica by the
American Government; that Americans are to be
allowed to hold and cultivate land and work mines
in that country without being required to become
naturalized..Sun.
The New York Express, in referring to the course

of several Southern Whig journals, says :
" Tbe Southern Whig*, in the main, hate cut loose from

us Northern Whigs, and left as to the tender mercies of
the Abolitionists, whose mercies would not be very ip*r-
ing, if we conld not take care of ourselves. The South¬
ern Democrats invite the Southern Whigs, we see now,
to come into their Democratic ranks, in order to hare in
the North better company than we Northern Whigs are
to our Southern brethren. But, if suoh Southern Whigs
aooept the invitation, they Will only realise the proverb,

. by 'jumping from tin frying pan into the fir*.' "

THE LATE ELECTION^.
There is so wide a diversity of opinion among

party papers in regard to the political character of
the recent elections, so disastrous to some party or

other, (perhaps the Union, can tell us which,) that
we think it right to give our readers the interpretar
tions furnished by the organs of all. So we sub¬
join that of the Secession organ of South Carolina.

FROM THE CHARLESTON JIEKCL'BY OF OCTOBER 17.
The Elections..We have returns enough from Penn¬

sylvania, Ohio, and Indiana to show that in those States
the Democratic party has been defeated by great majori¬
ties. This much ia certain; but it is not quite so appar¬
ent what party it is which has gained the victory. A
majority of the successful candidates are Whigs.a sort
of Whigs.and that party lays claim to the achievement.
A majority of them are also Freesoilers, and we are ao-

oordingly assured that the result is an expression of the
North against the Nebraska bill. But nearly, if not quite,
all of these same fortunate candidates were Know-Noth¬
ings, or the nominees of that association; and so, with
still greater reason, it may be proclaimed as the triumph
of the Protestant over the Catholio and the native over
the foreign elements of the Northern population. There
was still further the Maine-Llqucr-Law |party, that en¬

tered into the contest «Uk eagerness and effect, and will
probably lay claim to a fall share of the victory. All
these elements that have worked together in the States
mentioned are trying hard to amalgamate in New York,
and may achieve an equally signal success there.
The moral of the whole is, that parties at the North

are utterly disorganized; that the factions are led on by
an infinity of hungry demagogues, who, for the time
being, have been able to coalesce, and that a sudden and
astounding success has rewarded the most unprincipled
combination of factions that history has ever exhibited.
But this combination hat no recognised leaders, no acknow¬
ledged common object*, and it held together by no bond but
the desire of success. It commonly happens that success is
fatal to all organizations which are not founded upon
great, popular, and enduring principles, and is dangerous
to the integrity even of these. So we have no faith in the
permanency of this combination. But the discovery has
been made that by nominating a set of candidates who
can court all the many-sided weaknesses of the people;
who can burn incense before all the idols of the day;
who can swallow all the pledges that voters choose to
present; who* can counterfeit every popular passion and
grimace responsive to every prejudice of the mob, there
is & certainty of temporary success, and this discovery is
not likely to lie unimproved on the waste of political life.
We shall next have a candidate for the Presidency who
will represent, as the Governors of Maine and Pennsyl>
vania now do, the Whigs, the anti-Catholics, the Native
Americans, the Abolitionists, the Freesoilers, the Maine-
Law folks, and perhaps the Spirit-rappers, Mormons, and
Millerites. Then, hurrah for the Union!
Now, with all due deference, we think the Whigs

have been sufficiently modest on this subject. We
read many Whig papers in the course of a day, and
yet we can scarcely remember one of them which
claims the overwhelming routs in the States men¬
tioned as any thing more than Democratic defeats.
If it required all the "odds and ends" in union
with the Whigs to bring about a result so disas¬
trous to the Democracy, will it not require the same
sort of materials to gtoe that party a victory ? And
if " a little leaven lenveneth the whole lump," and
brings odium upon the Whig name and cause,
would not 9. return of these incongruous elements
to the Democratic fold.from which unquestionably
they have sprung.produce the same deleterious
effects upon the old organization ?

Denunciation of the people as "faction^," even

for the indulgence of a whim or caprice, is scarcely
gracious on the part of those who have been so long
sustained by ad captandum appeals.

THE JAPAN EXPEDITION.

A correspondent of the New Bedford Mercury,
writing from Canton under date of August 14th,speaking of the late Japan treaty, says :

" After the conclusion of the treaty and interchanges
of hospitality the squadron sailed for Simoda, one of the
two ports opened to the citizens of the United States.

" A careful surrey of the harbor of Simoda being
made, and most of the stipulations of the treaty being
put in praotical operation, the Commodore sailed for Ha-
kodadi, where he arrived about the middle of May.

" This is one of the most magnificent bays and harbors
in the world, and capable of holding all the fleets in the
Pacific ih security.
" The Commodore's object in visiting Hakodadi was

the same as at Simoda. In addition to the surrey of the
harbor, however, a vessel was sent to examine « Volcano
Bay,' another to the Island of Fatsisio, which is the penal
colony of Japan for political offenders, and another down
the Japan Sea to Shanghai.

" The mountains in the vicinity of Hakodadi abound
with bears, deer, and small game, and the bay furnishes
delicious salmon and shell fish in the greatest abundance.
" Hakodadi is the second oity in size of the island of

resso, and probably the first in commerce. Junks in
great numbers were constantly arriving and departing
whilst the Bquadron was there, and at no time were there
less than one hundred at anchor in the port; yet the au¬
thorities said their numbers were always greatly increas¬
ed during the summer months.
" On the return of the squadron to Simoda, the Commis¬

sioners were already there awa'ting the arrival of the
Commodore. The place had become an imperial city,
and the Prince of Mimasaki and the Prince of Suruga
been appointed its governors.

" The good feeling which had subsisted between the
Americans and Japanese since the arrival of the squad¬
ron seemed to be ^increased by a more intimate ac¬
quaintance, and the squadron sailed on the 26th June
with the best wishes of the commissioners and inhabi¬
tants, and expressions of a hope of soon seeing them
again in Japan.

" Stopping at Loo Choo for a short time, the Commodore
and Regent of the Island established some regulations for
the benefit and protection of American vessels touching
at the ports of the kingdom.

" The Bquadron left Loo Choo on the 17th June and ar¬
rived at Hong Kong July 22d

Financial Crisis at Cincinnati..The Cin¬
cinnati Gaeette of Thursday morning says :
" All day yesterday Third street, whioh is the Wall

street of Cincinnati, was more than ordinarily crowded
by people, the oocasion of which was a distrust felt by
many depositors of spine of the banking houses as to their
solvency. The small depositors, most of whom are
among our German citizens, were chiefly active. The
banking house of P. B. Manchester, whioh was one of the
houses run upon, and around which a large orowd was
gathered, stopped payment. We regret also to learn that
B. F. Sanford & Co., who are connected with the Ken¬
tucky Trust Company Bank, whioh failed yesterday, also
stopped payment.
" There is a feverish Btate of feeling in the city in re¬

gard to several of our banking houses. We hop^the dis¬
trust which now exists may be temporary, and that our
bankers may be able to meet all the calls which are made
upon them. Our currency, through a vioious system of
legislation, is in a disorganized and miserable condition,
and many worthy men have suffered m consequence, and
will continue to suffer until we have a radical and tho¬
rough change."
Cbolkra at Maetinsburo.The Charlestown Free

Press learns from a private source that the cholera has
again appeared in Martinsburg, (Va.) Mr. Washington
Kroesen and three negroes died on Wednesday morning.
Besides, there were several persons very ill.

CORINNE AT HOME.A Rimisiscesce of 181G.

FOR Till HAT10VAL INTELLIGENCER.
Monsieur Maukics, the worthy Mayor of Geneva, had

givqn us a note of introduction to Madame deStael, and
ire set out in a voiture dt place we had engaged for the
accftsion to visit her at Coplt, some nine or ten miles
Prom town. My companions were the very opposites of
Bach other.a free and easy, unpolished though talent-
»d Virginian, a reserved, elegant, and accomplished lord-
ling. Both were young, neither having yet arrived at man's
estate ; but how different in every particular of manner,
sentiment, and condition!
The American was a fair specimen of native spirit, with

all its wild conceits standing out in bold relief, and exult¬
ing in independence which set form at defiance and scorned
its trammels. To the air, tone, and manner of the Eng¬
lishman might be applied the totut ttrtt atque rolundus of
the poet, for there was not the slightest asperity per¬
ceptible in either. The first, erring more through igno¬
rance of etiquette and the forms of politeness than dis¬
position to contemu them, was either brusque or too civil;
the last was the perfection of good breeding, which is
felt rather than seen, and oannot be defined ; for it con¬
sists in unobtrusive exercise of courteous actions and in¬
tentions, forming a delightful aggregate, but having no

prominent feature for description to portray. As 1 have
said, both were young; alike in years, but differing wi<-»
ly In maturity of intellect, conduct, and feeling. The
American was a Ban, the Briton a boy.elegant, ac¬

complished, intelligent; but still a boy, and residing at
Geneva for the completion of bis studies. The world rras
new to hia. Nature still held dominion over him, and,
thotfgh habit, association, and oircumstance had given
ease and becoming confidence to his deportment, it was
evident he was yet a child in his sensibilities and his per¬
ceptions. There was nothing about him of that pre-
cociousness of manhood eo usual with American youth,
but which, in that of hiB own country, is neither desired
nor approved. He was what in England iB called a lad,
a condition unknown to the rising generation with us.
The other had acted, struggled, and suffered. His

mind had already become a laboring faculty j his heart
had thus early been shaken to its foundations, and was

experienced in affliotion at an age when its pulsations
should on\y vibrate to realities and anticipations of de¬
light. He had killed in a duel, got up as a frolic by his
college associates, hiB friend and classmate, and had fled
from his native land to avoid the legal consequences of
this unfortunate act.unpremeditated, too, as he often
assured me, for he had never fired a pistol before, and he
and his antagonist out their names together on a tree,
encompassed by a heart, before they exchanged Bhots.
This terrible circumstance in the outset of life had given
to his mind, naturally of poetic cast, a coloring of melan¬
choly, though, like that of Jaques, playful in its sadness;
and this, with a kind and social disposition, with genius,
to say the least of it, amusing in its eccentricities, had
made him many friends in his exile. The Englishman
had in all probability never known a pain beyond thoeo
the most favored fleah is heir to. His beautiful exterior
showed no symptom of physical disturbance ; his placid
countenance bespoke a mind at ease, as yet untasked
but by his alma viattr ; a heart unexercised but in the dis¬
charge of its agreeable functions. He was developing
like Bome favored exotic, which art is dressing to fair
proportions and future fruitfulness; while the indigenous
plant is left to accident and storm, and, though not al¬
ways retarded in growth, is often marred in symmetry
and grace, and not unfrequently distorted to uselesEness.
Where be these results of different nurture now1 Mark
the sequel: The Bcion of nobility is flourishing a state¬
ly tree, arrived at full and venerable maturity; the
stranger stands on the grave of poorT., or reads his brief
epitaph, unconscious that beneath him lies the victim of
ardent, generous, brilliant, but prematurely exercised en¬
dowments.

It was a lovely day in June, and our drive afforded ua

all the gratification we had expected from Swiss scenery,
and the novelties of lift, customs, and manners to which
our attention was continually attracted. We, however,
conversed but little, for the Englishman was reserved,
more from diffidence than nauteur, and my countryman
was in all likelihood sharpening his wits for the encoun-

ter that awaited them. I confess this to have been the
case with myself, and I was silent and thoughtful from
roluctance to expend a word or an idea when die occasion
for my best exeroise of both was so near at bavrf, and
when both might prove inadequate to the demand about
to be made on them. I had lately made the tour of Ithly
with Corinne in print, but, although such delightful com¬
munion had made us familiar in sentiment, I had mis¬
givings of myself and of her when we should meet in
person.
We were not preoisely in reverie, but rather permitting

our powers to repose preparatory to the employment in
reserve for them, or indulging in such anticipations as

were natural to the occasion, until the carriage stopped,
at noon, in time for breakfast, at the gates of the chatcau,
and we were ushered into the drawing-room, where
we found a large company assembled awaiting its an¬

nouncement. Among these were Soblegel; Moroseni, au¬

thor of a work on the peninsular war, in which he had
been engaged, and from which he had brought many a

token in sabre cuts which disfigured his fine face and per¬
son; Mr., now Lord, Brougham ; Monsieur Auguste de
Stael, son to Madame; her lovely, piquante, and tpiriiuellt
daughter, the Dutchess de Broglie; Monsieur le Due, her
liege lord; and Monsieur de Rocco, I'ami de lafamillt.

In this bright galaxy appeared the genius of the place,
Madame la Baronne, redolent of intellect, animated,
voluble, charming; a Corinne if you closed your eyes and
received your impression of her through the hearing. If
you opened them the illusion vanished, for the individual
who gave utterance to sounds and sentiments so engaging
was insignificant in person, oommon-place in feature, and
tawdry in apparel; below even mediocrity in all the ex¬

ternal requiaites of female attractiveness, though it was
evident an undue portion of her sex's imputed foible had
taught her to think otherwise.
She received us with great cordiality, and began im¬

mediately to express her regard for Americans, her gratU
tude for the favor her writings had received from them,
and, above all, her delight at a recent letter from Mr.
Jefferson, (which Bhe read to us,) "bo full," she remark¬
ed, "of good sense and agreeable compliment that she
was determined to have it printed on satin and framed,
to be hung up in her boudoir." " But," she continued,
" I have just had the most flattering tribute to my exer¬

tions ever yet conferred on them. My bust, they tell me,
is to be placed in one of your academies of arts and
sciences, the only representative of a purely literary cha¬
racter deemed worthy of a niche among the savans of the
age.a compliment," she added, with great apparent ex¬

ultation, " that cannot be enhanced."
"Pardon me, Madame la Baronne," I replied, "I can

add to it."
" No, monsieur," she exclaimed with vehemence, " e'eet

impossible."
I then mentioned, what was really fact, that I had late¬

ly seen at Bartolini's, the sculptor, in Florence, her bust
in marble preparing for this purpose, that she might be
commemorated in stone, while science and philosophy
figured in plaster ; asking her to determine whether this
was to be attributed to the gallantry of ay countrymen,
as evincing their respect for the woman, or to their good
judgment which prompted it as homage to talent ?
"If the matter be referred to me, madame," I con¬

tinued, " I shall certainly on this occasion give them cre¬
dit for both, in perfect confidence of truly representing
their intentions."

It is needless to desoribe the effect of this fortunate
hit upon one to whom the devotion of heart and eyes was
quite as desirable as the applause of the taste and un¬

derstanding, and the myrtle wreath as precious as the
laurel crown, or to add that I was ever after a welcome
guest at Coplt.

Breakfast being announced, we proceeded to do justice
to the good things set before us, while such general con¬
versation prevailed as keen appetites permitted us to en¬

gage in. As the meal drew to a olose, I observed a ser¬
vant bring on a small salver of silver a twig of poplar,
with a few of its leaves remaining on the extremity of it,
which he deposited on the table at the right hand of the
Baroness. To my inquiry of the Duke de Broglie, who
sat next to me, as to the object of this, he replied that it
was her wand, and as essential to her conversation as her
tongue. " When she takes it up," he said, " and begins
to twirl it on her fingers it is a signal that she Is possessed
of her subject and prepared to body it forth." And so
it proved. In a very few minutes the twig was in mo¬
tion as an aooempaniment to the organ of speech, indica¬
ting by the languor or activity of ite gyrations the part
the speaker's feelings had in her discourse.
The turn wae given to the conversation by my asking

Madame de Stael, who had been speaking of Napoleon,
what she would have desired to have been his fate ?
" To have gained the day at Waterloo," was her prompt

reply, " and died there. Such a consummation of his

jrilliant career ?» est ntial to the page of hiatory,
irbile his dtath wu ac ary to the peace of Europe."
She then lairacht I fct .in his praise, for bin downfall

lad carried with it U animosities, "and she ooald
lot," she s*id, " dei f hi the title of greatness beyond
that to which My m rtal d attained ; of genius so far
wrpassing that of o lei i that his was the only head
[la aeultUU) in his i npi e, though, of necessity, he em¬

ployed the limb* of thei - t execute his magnificent de-
ligns."
Sbe became enthu Mt ,1, this subject, and, turning

to a gentleman preset: Imsiv arrived from Paris, asked,
" Why he had not un ed the white riband to the red of
the legion of honor h v. re at his button-bole, in con¬

formity with a recent equisition of the existing Govern¬
ment?!"
" 1 hare them both about me, madame, was his reply,

"for I wear the one inj valdt the other."
This she told me wat Monsieur de M , a pr6fet of

Napoleon, and there'or h mmt de merite; "for he," ehe
lidded, " never gave oftce to one that waa otberwiw- He
had an intuitire perception of talent capacity."
The subject of the revolutions then Agitating South

America was next introduced, and on this she descanted
for an hour or two without interruption, for all appeared
satisfied to be listeners, though her views of the matter
were little in accordance with facts, and her predictions
are far from being verified. But who would have had it
otherwise, or preferred the realities that country afford¬
ed, its meagre incident of political or military achieve¬
ment, to the" Utopia of republicanism and renown ^her
rngio wand conjured up before a* ? Who would have
exchanged the fiction of Renins 0/ the ardeulia verba of
that morning lor truth unsdornfd and language which
only appeals to reason ? It fas a# ingenious romanoe that
could convert the Spaniardo 0 republican, his leaders to
patriots, and anarihy to/government the most favored
nations might have envies but mind can mould matter
to its will and bring ordel out of chaos. And when wo

took our leave we had fowotten Corinne and the Italy of
arts, and loves and graccf her companionship had made
so attractive to us, in Mrairation of the vigorous and
wonder-working intelleq that bad held us spell-bound
over the politics and deiiiai&e of South America, a sterile
field when compared wlu

" Cette terp fatiguce de gloire,"
end weary of desoriptiln, to which its softer influences
have' added enchants!eft. for the heart, as well as for the
taste and the imaginat&n. W. B. B.
Ellkxda^e, (Va.) T

GEOLOGICAL.
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer:
Gentlkmkn : The following " B/tfrom my Note-Book"

may be not without interest to some of your readers. It
has been called forth tfrom my Note-Book, I mean) by
Mr. MxiL3's speculations upon ihe origin of the Deluge,
published in your laa( weekly i^>ue :

- The nucleus of out planet/ in a state of igneous
fluidity. I

This, if not an established^ certainty, seems to be an

opinion so well founded thaf it is allowed to pass for
one of the facta in phyiics. A hen, what might have been
the cause, or causes, of tl» state t The only answer

which I have stfen is that Auich may be gathered from
such as follows: /
" Although at the surftce the temperature of the earth

is solely dependant upoi/the radiating power of the sun,
yet it is found that it qoatains within itself a source of
heat which, in ages erccssively remote, must have re¬
tained the general mwc of all tho constituents of tho
mineral globe in igneois liquefaction." (American Edi¬
tion of Kane's Elemews of Chemistry, page lOfi.)

And, " 1st. The o/urinnl and general fluidity of the
mass of our planet appears to be demonstrateu by its
form as a spheroid otfrotation. 2d. The increasing tem¬
perature at inorcasijfr depths below the earth's surface
indicates igneous fu^on as the probable cause of this ori¬
ginal fluidity of ouroucleus, and infers its continuance
even to the present iay. We consider the lowest granitic
rocks of Bcandfosvia and Canada aa the cooled-down
masses of th« universal igneous .bases. Throughout the
whole prooess, and at every stage, the undulations of the
fused 4 nucleus continued to^ihattor the growing crust
which vibwtaM op. Us lurdw; and, as the incumbent
masses shrunk flfader gmu'ual refrigeration, the pressure
thus occasioned mustliave operated as an additional force
to protrude streams and djkes of eruptive granitoid lava
from the great central reservoir." (««Geology of Russia,"
in the London Quarterly Rtviewfor March, 1846.)
Now, granting it to be Jccording to a predetermined

law of Nature that a ball tf fire, of the dimensions indi¬
cated, all at once starts whirling in its orbit, and ques¬
tioning not at all the legitimacy of the agents which are

to bring about the cooling, what is going to bo the result
of the matter ? The refrigeration that was then going on

is going on still, and will continue to go on towards the
centre, till our poor planet shall have frozen completely
up, sealed as solid as the Book of Fate.
And, afterward, bow is coming to pass that event in

expectation of which the whole world is waiting.the
conflagration spoken of in Soripture? To be sure, it is
in the power of Him who has created the universe to
call into existence means sufficient for this end, means

which shall be expressly for tho. accomplishment of it.
It is possible for him so to order thing?.rather, so to
break up the order of things.that the " fiery overthrow"
shall eome through the instrumentality of electricity,
[Dick,] or through that of a comet, placed in ambush
upon the path of the unwary Earth, to rob her of her
nitrogen [Poe.] But the Creator has not to resort to ex¬

pedients for the carrying out of his plans. He works by
a rule. There has not been, and there will not be, a

movement in the machinery of the universe that had not
its spring set in the beginning.
My hypothesis : The 8un is a burning body, from

which has sprung the matter which composes the Earth,
as well as that composing the ether bodies of the solar
system. This matter was originally in the gaseous form.
By an action among its particles.an action brought with
it from its source, and which may be likened to that now
employed in producing rain, snow, aerolites, and such.
a nucleus collected, which nucleus continued to gather to
itself matter from the ga&eous mass, till it became the

Earth, with form and not void.the Earth, a spheroid of
rotation, with its diversified surface and its multitudinous
materials.
The rotation had its beginning at the union of the two

first molecules in the fashioning of the nucleus.
The increase of the body commenced and continued

particularly in the direction of the motion out of which
grew this rotation.that is, from the centre towards the

equator, rather than towards the poles ; hence a spheroid
instead of a sphere'.
As the process of formation went on, new actions and

combinations of actions came about, which gave different
UTangements to the gas particles, thereby causing the
diversity in form, color, and quality of the materials com¬
posing the Earth.
By further combinations and modifications of motion

vegetable and animal organisms became at length de¬

veloped.vegetables with their power of growth and lia¬

bility to decay, and animals with their springs of life and
their seeds of death.
Again, the San is the soarce of all these. He has acted

in the up-building Of the majestic Earth, has brought to

her beauty and life and gladness. The same San will be
tbe agent for the Earth's overthrow. " His heat, falling
upon the surfaoe, is transmitted inward in virtue of the
conducting power of th« ground; and thus, each summer,
» thin layer of elevated temperature moves inward,"
Kane's Chemistry, page 106;) which heat, accumulating

at the centre, has resulted in the igneous liquefaction of
our nucleus, and which will result ultimately in the melt¬
ing of the elements, and in the patting away of the Earth at

ascroll. Q. W. EVELETH.

The Virginia Presbyterian Synod (old school) is now

in session at Alexandria, largely attended by olergy and
laity.

BRITISH SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION.

We make some further extracts from the proeeedings
of the last meeting of thei British Scientific Association,
held at the close of last rntmth :

Non-Russian Poih'LatiVns or Russia..A paper oom-
muuioated by Dr. LathaM to the Ethnological Section
contained the following rei larks: Certain portions of the
heterogeneous population >f European Hu**ia consist, he
observed, first, of colonist; or new settlers ; secondly, of
the frontier population ; nkd, finally, of the fundamental
and original population of \he groat Russian Empire. In
the first division are to bo found Jews, who number up¬
wards of one million and ire spread over the different
Governments of European Uussia, exclusive of Finland
and Poland. Then come fee Germans, amounting to
about five hundred thousand, and their distribution is
wider even thau that vC tU> Jews, as they are to be found
in every oae of the Iiussi .n Governmeuu. In the Gov-
ernment of Dob Co»»cks hey number only eleven, while
in BesHurabia they amount to some thoucauda Then fol¬
low the Gipsiee, who are to be found in ev«ry colony
and then the Armenians, Greeks, Servians, ana Mongols.
The Mongols can shake the Government of Astnskan, on
the Caspian frontier, and are a population worthy of
much attention. They oome from the most distant point,
and are Tartars only in the English sense of the word,
they beiu«r in Bussfa oallsd Catmucks. In religion they
are Buddhists; their language is akin, in some points, to
the Turkish; and their physiognomy is that of extreme
Mongol conformation, of whioh they are the type. Their
political relations, before they became Russian, were with
China rather than Tartury, and they now number about
one hundred and twenty thousand. The second division
of the population belong to Russia simply from the fact
of Russia being in contact with European localities. The
first and most important of these are the Romanios, so
called because the language they speak bears that name.

Politically speaking, they comprise Wallachiaus, Molda¬
vians, and Bessarabians, together with a great portion of
the population of Transylvania.

Having observed that the principal characteristic of
the people comprised under the head et Romanios was
their language, the lecturer remarked that the remainder,
or the third division of the non-Russian population of
European Russia of which he would speak, would be re¬
ferable to one of the three great families of the human
race.to that which ethnologists call Ugnan, but which
men at large call Fin, a race akin to the Finlanders.
The type of this division is to be found in the north, in
the Grand Duchy of Finland ; of the Turkish division the
type is to be found in Independent Tartary; and the type
of the third division is to be found in the parts between
the Baltic and the Black Sea.in Lithuania, Poland, Gal-
licia, Serbia, &c. One is south and westward, one oen-
tral and eastward, and one northern and eastward. From
these positions the lecturer showed on the map the course
which each division took in its emigration, and so illus¬
trated the ethnological axiom, that the fate of the north¬
ern population, when pressed on two sides, is the fate o'f
the iron between the anvil and the hammer. Here the
Fin was the iron, and his wide distribution over the coun¬

try, far more than the researches of history, proved the
truth of the axiom. In the Government of St. Peters-
burgh the Fins are to be found, and again in those of
Archangel and Novogorod. In Livonia, Esthonia, and
Courland, on the frontier of Prussia, a Finnish population
is to be found, but in an eminently fragmentary form.
In Courland they are called "Lives," showing that they
at one time entered Livonia and constituted its popula¬
tion. The ethnology, however, of the three provinces of
Esthonia, Livonia, and Courland is extremely complica¬
ted. In Archangel the original population of Fins are to
be found, and there are also there two outlying branches
of the present stock, called Samaoids and Lapps. The lec¬
turer particularized several other parts of Russia in which
the Fins are to be found, and in conclusion observed that
he believed their original displacement began from the
Turks of the East, who again were followed by the Scla-
vonians, the line of emigration of the latter bearing from
southwest to northeast.
The Chairman complimented Dr. Latham on the abi¬

lity and research displayed in his paper, and asked him
what might be the amount of the non-Russian population
of European Russia ?

Dr. Latham replied that they numbered about
7,OOOplOOO.
* IhMpapor gave rise to an Animated discussion, each
g*MtjflUa who took pan iu it bearing testimony to the
accuracy of ito deductions. *" \
The Koh-i-xoou Dia*okd..In the Chemical Section,

Prof. Tesha*t offered Borne very interesting remarks on

the re-cutting of the Koh-i-noor diamond. The learned
profeseor stated that at the Great Exhibition in 1851 an

opportunity was afforded, such as had never before been
previously enjoyed by the public, of studying the eub-
stance of a number of foreign valuable stones, and pro-
pably the Koh-i-noor diamond was the most attractive in
that valuable collection. The rough manner in which
that diamond had been cut, however, had disappointed
many who looked upon it. When the sun shone upon it
at noonday tho stone appeared peculiarly brilliant, but
when the atmosphere was dull it had merely the appear¬
ance of a lump of thick glass. This placed it in a very
unfavorable position, and caused doubts to arise in the
minds of some gentlemen as to its authenticity. This
diamond originally belonged to .Runjeet Singh, who usu¬

ally wore it upon his left arm, according to the custom
of Eastern Potentates, and the original mountingwas now

in the hands of her Majesty's jewellers. The stone per¬
fectly agreed with the drawing which had been made of
it by Miss Eden, and also with the account given of jt by
the Hon. W. G. Osborne, who had published a very interest¬
ing description of the Court of Runjeet Singh, where the
old man (who was blind and a cripple also) sat arrayed
in a robe of simple white, wearing upon his arm the Koh-
i-noor diamond, and surrounded by his Eastern nobles.
On special occasions, Runjeet Singh was in the habit of
decorating his horse with this precious gem, together
with numerous other valuable stones, mounted upon va¬

rious parts of his harness. All authentic accounts of the
East proved that the nobles were in the habit of decorat¬
ing their horses in this manner, and the horse of Ruqjeet
Singh was decorated with diamonds valued at £-300,000,
the great Koh-i-noor placed on the pummel of the saddle.
Lord Auckland ana his sister, the Hon. Miss Eden, had

this diamond sent to them for inspection in the East In¬
dies, and Miss Eden's drawings agreed with the appear¬
ance of the diamond on its arrival in this country. In
1852, subsequently to the Great Exhibition, be (Prof.
Tennant) had inspected the diamond, and laid before the
Royal Society his views as to the best method of recut-
ting it, so as to bring out its best qualities. In the ac¬
count of this diamond by M. Trivernier, published in
1G70, he stated the weight of the-diamond to be 787}
carats. Dr. Beek, of IpBwich, had published an account
of a fragment of this diamond, now in Persia, which cor¬

responded with the diamond when it arrived in England;
for it,first appeared as a white topaz, being so roughly
cut. lu 1852 he (Prof. Tennant) had given in a report
as to the cutting of the Koh-i-noor diamond, and after
producing Jvarious models her Majesty fixed upon the
present form, by which the widest spread of brilliancy
was obtained. When the diamond was exhibited at the
Crystal Palace it weighed 186 carats and 1-16; its pres¬
ent weight, reduoed by cutting, was 122 carats 8 qrs.
and 1-16. The Persian diamond weighed 130 carats
and the great Russian diamond 193 carats.

After giving a description of the method of cutting dia¬
monds and the plan adopted for cutting the Koh-i-ttoor,
he observed that^the late Duke of Wellington had been
an interested spectator of the operation, and was a fre¬
quent visiter during its progress. It was finished in Sep¬
tember, 1852, and occupied thirty-eight days in cutting.
Diamonds were usually reduced to one-half their weight
in cutting; and he gave the exact weight of the Koh-i-
noor, in order to correct various erroneous statements
which had been published on the subject. The finest dia¬
mond in Franoe weighed 130 carats, and had cost
£130,000; it was called the Regent or Pitt diamond. The
value of the Koh-i-noor was probably £83,232. The
Marquis of Westminster possessed a diamond for which
the East India Company had once been offered £30,000,
as affirmed by Col. Sjkes ; and yet this diamond, when
submitted to public auction, only fetched rather more
than £7,000. He was sorry to find that so little atten¬
tion had been paid to the means of testing diamonds, and
instanced a ring which was recently purchased in Regent
street, London, for £200, which proved to be two pieces
of rock crystal, with an intermediate insertion of colored
glass. In many of our wateriug-places the gentry were

imposed upon by parties selling pieces of glass, which
they represented to be sapphires pioked up on the beach.

In reply to a queition Prof. Tihnaht said that most of
the English jewellers had been accustomed to cut small
stones; and it was not deemed advisable to permit any
one to operate upon so valuable a diamond but those who
had been experienced in cutting large gems.

Mr. Lowi inquired if it were true that the Koh-i-noor,
after being exposed to the rays of the sun, retained its

nror. Tknnant observed that it did r*»»in »ks. i *

nou, quality or phosphorescence as all d£m.d« di T*
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rue whole apparatus is now in course of construction,
and it is expected that in a short time a train of eight or
ten carriages will bo completed and ready for work, and
the parties interested in tne break will upon that occa¬
sion be happy to submit it to the inspection of engineer*
and others who may feel an interest in the successful
carrying out of an invention whioh promises to afford a
safeguard against those numerous collisions the sad re¬
sults of which have so frequently been forced upon thn
attention of the public. The inventor, Mr. Eha Milks.
having exhibited to the meeting one of the joints and
cylinders constructed on the above plan.

Mr. Roberts, C. E , said that he considered the inwn-
tion as on* well calculated to effect the object desired,
and that the mode suggested, of bringing a train to a
stand-still while the wheels wore permitted to rotate, waa
a great improvement upon the existing plan of locking
the wheels.

Mr. Daqleish, C.E.. concurred in the opinion expreen
ed by Mr. Roberts as to the value of the invention, and
trusted that energetic measures would be taken for carry¬
ing it into practical effect.

Mr. Kennedy, C.E., considered the mode proposed far
connecting the tube by means of a joint of so simple
and effective a character as that shown to the meeting
as calculated completely to remove all difficulties in Um
way of the application of the proposed hydraulic break, »
principle which he thought the only one which oould*h*
successfully applied for the purpose of arresting the pro¬
gress of railway trains.

Similar expressions of approval were made by Mr.
Gkakthan, C.E., Gapt Audubon, Mr. Gaoi, G.E., Mr.
Smith, and other persons present.
Take the hand of the friendless; smile on the sad and

dejected ; sympathise with those in trouble; strive every
where to diffuse around you sunshine and joy. If yoa
do this, yon will be sure to be beloved.


